
A message from the Headteacher - Mrs Mulholland

Newsletter 20th March 2026

School Diary

St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School 
We act with love, build our faith and grow as people

“Let all that you do be done in love” - 1 Corinthians 16:14 

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com 

School life has truly mirrored the arrival of spring, with so many wonderful
activities and opportunities taking place across the last few weeks. We enjoyed
an amazing World Book Day, filled with reading activities and a beautiful costume
parade. This was followed by an engaging Science Week, led by Miss Collins,
which included live lessons and exciting lunchtime science activities throughout
the week. The children also took part in the NSPCC’s Speak Out, Stay Safe
workshops and assemblies, helping them to understand how to keep themselves
safe. 

In addition, we were delighted to see our first school trip of the season, with Year
3 and Year 4 visiting Ufton Court to take part in practical workshops to support
their learning on Ancient Egypt, an enriching experience for all involved.

As we move through the term, a few important reminders. All children with hair
that touches their shoulders must have it tied back securely at all times during the
school day. Following the Easter break, summer uniform will be optional until
half-term and then compulsory thereafter. Summer dresses should be worn with
white socks (not tights), and grey shorts with grey or white socks. Black shorts
may be worn underneath dresses for modesty, but they must not be longer than
the skirt. Polo shirts can be worn by all classes (no ties required). The only
exception is Year 6, who may choose to remain in winter uniform until they leave
in July. A reminder also that PE shorts must be an appropriate length, coming
down to the knee. If you have any questions about uniform, please do speak to
the school office or your child’s class teacher.

We are very much looking forward to our Holy Week celebrations in school next
week, beginning with Year 1 and Year 2 leading us on Tuesday. This is always a
special and reflective time in our school calendar. 

As we approach the end of term, we wish all our families a joyful and peaceful
Easter break when it arrives.

We also ask that you continue to keep Fr Danny in your prayers and we all wish
him well with his treatment programme and hope to see him back in school soon.

Finally, please remember to keep Saturday 9th May free for our Jubilee
Community Day. We have lots of wonderful activities planned, including a whole
school Jubilee Art Exhibition in the hall, which will be open for that day only. We
warmly invite all members of our wider school community—former pupils,
parents, staff, governors, and friends of the school—to join us for this special
celebration. Please do help us spread the word!

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Mrs Mulholland
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Years 5 & 6 - Holy Week - Stations of the
Cross Celebration of the Word - 9am
End of term - School Ends at 1:30pm

27 INSET DAY - School Closed
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13 Back to School  - gates open at 8:35am
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Saturday 9  May 12pm -

4pm
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Celebration
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KS1 - Holy Week - Palm Sunday
Celebration of the Word - 9am

Years 3 & 4 - Holy Week - Last Supper
Celebration of the Word - 9am
Nursery Stay and Play 2:15 - 3pm



SMC Nursery
What a wonderful and busy half term we have had in Nursery!
One of our themes has been reading Traditional Tales, and the children have
thoroughly enjoyed exploring the stories The Three Billy Goats Gruff and Jack and
the Beanstalk. Through these stories, the children have taken part in lots of exciting
activities including storytelling, small world play, and role play. It has been lovely to
see them retelling the stories in their own words and acting out the different
characters.
Inspired by Jack and the Beanstalk, the children have also been growing and caring
for their own bean plants. They have taken great pride in watering them and checking
on them each day, watching carefully to see how much they have grown. It has been
a fantastic way for the children to begin to understand how plants grow and what they
need to stay healthy.
The children have also enjoyed creative activities, experimenting with paints to see
what new colours they could create and expressing themselves through their artwork.
Through our story The Three Billy Goats Gruff, the children explored the language of
big, medium and small, comparing the different goats and using these words
confidently in their play. While learning about Jack and the Beanstalk, we also talked
about height, noticing how the beanstalk grows taller and taller.
One of the highlights this half term was World Book Day, where we held our very first
Nursery parade. The children looked amazing in their costumes and were so excited
to show them to their friends and later on to all the parents. It was a wonderful way to
celebrate our love of stories and books. 
We also loved welcoming families to our Mother’s Day assembly. The children
worked very hard practising and were so proud to perform. It was a very special
moment for everyone involved.
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We are incredibly proud of all the children. Their confidence continues to grow, and it has been wonderful to see them becoming
more independent, enthusiastic and willing to have a go at new things.
We have learnt about the life cycle of a butterfly as part of Science Week . We have been reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar,
which the children have loved, and they are very excited because we have our own caterpillars in Nursery! Over the coming
weeks we will be watching them carefully as they grow and eventually transform into butterflies. Once they are ready, we will
release them together.
During Lent, we have also been thinking about how we can be kind, thoughtful and helpful to others, and the children have done
a wonderful job showing care and consideration for their friends.
Thank you to our parents and carers for their continued support this half term.



This month in EYFS has been full of exciting new learning
experiences, curiosity, and hands-on exploration!
We were thrilled to begin our computing sessions using
the iPads. The children have shown great confidence and
independence in learning how to log in and navigate their
way around Purple Mash. They are now able to select
activities and are developing important early digital skills
such as using touch controls, making choices, and
exploring different programs.
Our topic of growth and life cycles has captured the
children’s imagination. We have been learning about how
living things grow and change over time. The children each
planted their own beans and have been carefully looking
after them, learning what plants need to grow, such as
water, sunlight, and care. It has been wonderful to see
their excitement as they observe changes day by day.
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Year 1
Year 1 have had a busy time. In English we have started a new unit called The
Candy House, based on the classic tale of Hansel and Gretel. The children
have enjoyed our early morning activities based on this story and loved
making their own candy houses to eat. This is leading to some lovely writing.
In history we have been learning about Famous nurses, and have been very
interested in the lives of Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole. In music we
have been exploring pitch, tempo and dynamics using glockenspiels. In
geography we have been thinking about how we can encourage more plant
life in our school grounds. In RSHE we are learning about people who help us
and how important it is to know who is a safe person to look for, our name and
address in case we ever get lost.

A particular highlight has been our classroom caterpillars! The children have been fascinated watching them grow and are
eagerly anticipating the next stage of their transformation. This has helped bring our learning about the butterfly life cycle to life in
a very real and memorable way.
In Drawing Club, we have been enjoying the story The Very Hungry Caterpillar. The children have been using their creativity and
imagination to think about different foods the caterpillar might eat and what it might turn into. We have seen some fantastic ideas
and storytelling, alongside developing drawing and early writing skills.
It has been a joyful and engaging month, and we are very proud of how the children have embraced new challenges and
experiences. Thank you for your continued support!



Year 2

Whilst in Maths, we have become experts at precision. We discovered how to line up our rulers starting at 0 to measure
objects accurately in centimetres (cm) and metres (m). We also moved on to weighing, learning how to read scales to work out
the mass of different objects using grams (g) and kilograms (kg). It was great to see the children estimating first and then
finding the exact weight! 
We have been having lots of fun discovering seasonings, choosing and mixing ingredients, preparing and cooking potato
wedges and avocado dip in DT. The children were very excited to then taste test their creations. We will now use this lesson to
inspire our writing, as we move on to instruction texts in English. 
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It is a bittersweet week, as we say 'goodbye' to our wonderful student teacher,
Ms. Seager. We have all loved having her in Year 2 and will miss her energy and
kindness dearly. We wish her the very best as she heads off to her next
adventure and her own class to teach next year! 
Over the last few weeks, our Year 2 historians have been stepping into the shoes
of Charles Darwin. In English, we wrote vivid diary entries describing the exotic
creatures he discovered on his travels. This beautifully linked to our History focus
on world-changers, where we’ve been comparing Darwin’s discoveries to the
moon landing of Neil Armstrong. In art, we have been exploring the magic of the
colour wheel! After mastering primary and secondary colours, we looked at the
vibrant, flowing landscapes of artist Ted Harrison. The children are now using his
style to influence their own independent paintings. 



Year 3

Another activity was the Crime and Punishment session, where the children explored the key question: What happens to law
breakers in Ancient Egypt? Through a lively drama workshop, the class acted out how the Egyptians dispensed justice and
learned about the consequences people faced if they broke the law. The children were fully engaged and really enjoyed taking
part in the role-play activities.
We also took part in the Book of the Dead workshop, where the children discovered how Ancient Egyptians believed they
reached the afterlife. Through a fun and interactive game, they learned about the challenges Egyptians thought people faced on
their journey and why the Book of the Dead was so important.
It was a brilliant day full of excitement, curiosity, and memorable experiences. The children showed fantastic behaviour,
enthusiasm, and teamwork throughout the visit, and we were incredibly proud of them. What a wonderful way to bring our Ancient
Egypt topic to life!

Year 3 have had an exciting and very busy few weeks, filled with
memorable experiences including World Book Day, British Science
Week, and our fantastic school trip. The children have shown
wonderful enthusiasm and energy throughout all of these special
events.
We had an absolutely fantastic time on our recent trip to Ufton Court,
where the children were able to experience Ancient Egypt in a fun
and memorable way. It was a wonderful day filled with learning,
drama, and exciting hands-on activities.
One of the first highlights was the Embalming and Mummification
workshop. The children learned how Egyptian beliefs influenced
everyday life and why preserving the body was so important. They
explored the different stages of the mummification process and took
part in a dramatic procession, helping to bring the ceremony to life.
The class also learned about canopic jars and why they were used,
as well as the important role of the High Priestess during the
ceremony. It was a fascinating and memorable experience that really
helped the children understand Ancient Egyptian beliefs.
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Year 4
Year 4 have worked really hard in the recent weeks. In Art, they have
been developing their artistic skills this term, creating detailed sketches
and enhancing them with watercolour to add depth and effect. They have
particularly enjoyed exploring mixed media, using a range of materials to
bring their artwork to life as well as evaluating their work on how to make
it even better. In D.T, they have built their sewing skills in designing, and
sewing a book bag. They will use the backstitch to sew their designed
book bags next week. 
In P.E. children celebrated resilience and reflected upon how important
team work is, so that they can take on bigger challenges and be more
resilient sports people. 
In English, the children have been focusing on instruction writing, learning
to use specific language features effectively. They have now begun their
next piece of writing—an explanation text based on the digestive system
—which they are approaching with great enthusiasm.
In Maths, pupils have worked hard to strengthen their understanding of
fractions and have shown the importance of fluency in their times tables.
We have now moved on to learning about decimals, where they are
continuing to build confidence and accuracy.
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The recent trip to Ufton Court was a highlight of the term.
The children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in a variety of
engaging and hands-on activities, learning about the Book
of the Dead, Crime and Punishment and the Embalming and
Mummification as part of Egyptian beliefs. 
Additionally, as part of Science week, pupils became
scientists as they explored the fascinating world of
chromatography. Using simple materials, the children
investigated how different colours can be separated into
their individual components. Thinking deeper as to which
pen would be the best to take to Space, given the
microgravity there.
Through hands-on experiments, they discovered how water
can carry colours across paper, revealing hidden shades
within everyday inks. The class made predictions, observed
carefully, and discussed their findings like true investigators.
It was wonderful to see such curiosity, enthusiasm, and
teamwork as the children developed their scientific skills. A
fantastic week of learning and discovery!
In R.E, we have reached the end of our R.E. unit, the
children have reflected thoughtfully on Jesus’ teachings,
including parables and the Beatitudes, and have considered
how these can be applied in their daily lives. 
Well done to all of Year 4 for their continued hard work and
positive attitude to learning. Keep up the great work Yr4!!!



We also thoroughly enjoyed Science Week, where we carried out a chromatography investigation. Using different coloured pens
and tissue paper, the children observed how water travels through the paper, separating the inks into the individual colours that
make them up. This introduced them to the scientific concept of mixtures and how substances can be separated based on their
properties, sparking lots of curiosity and thoughtful discussion.
To round off the term, we were delighted to welcome Scott and his team from the Royal Berkshire Fire Service into our school.
They spoke to the children about fire safety, including how to create effective escape plans, what to do in an emergency, and how
to stay calm in potentially dangerous situations. The children even had the exciting opportunity to sit inside a fire engine and
explore the specialist equipment, helping to bring this important learning to life in a memorable and engaging way.
It has been a fantastic term, and Mrs Tomlin and I are incredibly proud of the children for the effort, determination, and resilience
they have shown, especially during their end-of-term assessments. They have grown not only academically but also in confidence
and maturity. It has been a real privilege to watch them support one another, embrace new challenges, and continue to shine. 
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It truly has been a term filled with so many wonderful
activities and memorable learning experiences.
Following on from our NSPCC work, we were fortunate to
take part in a fantastic workshop based on Childline and
how to keep safe. The children were given a range of
realistic scenarios and encouraged to think carefully about
how they might respond, who they could turn to for help, and
the importance of speaking out. It was incredibly valuable in
building their confidence and understanding around
personal safety and wellbeing.
It has also been lovely to see the children choosing a wider
and more adventurous selection of books following our
World Book Day celebrations. This growing enthusiasm for
reading is already having a positive impact, helping them to
explore different writing styles, expand their vocabulary, and
develop their own creativity in writing.
In RE, we have been learning about change and how we can
better ourselves. Linking this to the season of Lent, we
explored Siedah Garrett’s ‘Man in the Mirror’ and carefully
unpicked the lyrics to reflect on how its message applies to
our own lives today. The children then worked collaboratively
in groups to plan thoughtful reflections, which they will be
sharing over the coming weeks.

Year 5 
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In RE, our focus has been on understanding the three pillars
of Lent and the impact this has on our lives today. The
children discussed which one of the Pillars they believe to be
the most important and the class were divided between:
praying as this brings you closer to God and almsgiving as
this provides things for people who do not have enough. It
would be interesting to compare your thoughts with those of
your children.
In music, Year 6 has been exploring the powerful role of
music during World War II. We’ve compared these songs to
the marching "call to arms" tunes of WWI, noting a shift
toward sentimental ballads that focused on longing for home
and the resilience of the Home Front. A particular highlight
has been learning "The White Cliffs of Dover." The children
have explored the message of peace and optimism, even
mastering the vocals! It has been moving to hear them bring
this classic anthem of hope to life in the classroom.
In geography we have been tackling the big questions
surrounding sustainability in the UK. We’ve been exploring
how we balance our modern lifestyle with the health of the
planet, specifically looking at the impact of our farming, how
we generate green energy, and the ways we manage our
water supply. One of our favourite highlights was diving into
the world of tech to see what’s actually inside our gadgets.
This led to a very messy (and very fun) "Cookie Mining"
experiment. Using nothing but toothpicks and chocolate chip
cookies, the students tried their hand at extracting "rare earth
elements" without crumbling the surrounding environment. It
was a fantastic—and eye-opening—way to see just how
difficult and destructive mining can be, sparking some brilliant
debates about why recycling our old electronics is so
important.

Year 6 
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The last few weeks have been extremely busy for Year 6 and they have worked incredibly hard.
In Maths we have worked on making links between fractions, decimals and percentages. The children have learnt the common
equivalents of these three types of number e.g. 0.75 = 75/100 = 75%. By consolidating their knowledge of place value within
decimals, they can now convert all types of number to its equivalent.
In English, we finished our setting descriptions of the fictional town Oddly-on-Sea with some good pieces of descriptive writing
that include adverbials of place, descriptive language and in some examples of similes and metaphors. Our focus in English then
moved to embedding speech into a narrative. In narratives, the use of speech needs to advance the action and convey
characteristics of the person speaking. As a stimulus for our speech narrative, we watched a short clip from 'The Lion, The Witch
and The Wardrobe' focussing on the part where the children need to enter an air raid shelter to evade the bombs in London. All
the children have taken on board how they should embed speech, and we now just need to focus on ensuring that they
punctuate it accurately.
Our current English and Science topics are aligned as we are working on understanding how our Circulatory system works. In
Science we made models of the heart to see how it pumps blood around our bodies. Once we have all of the knowledge of how
the system works, we will create an explanation text in English.
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Next PTA meeting: Jubilee planning meetings: - Fri 17  April & Friday 24  April: https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86033339450..th th

PROFIT RAISED YEAR-TO-DATE:

How to help us raise funds: 

Keep up to date with the PTA: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Smcpta

easyfundraising partners with over 7,500 brands who will
donate part of what you spend to a cause of your choice. It
won't cost you any extra. The cost is covered by the brand.

 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmcpta 

If you are into trying your luck and hoping to win a
lottery, please support our school by buying your

tickets through this link:
https://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/st-

margaret-clitherow-catholic-primary-school-pta 
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PTA events coming up:  Saturday 9  May:   50  Jubilee Fête     th th

Our school is marking its golden
anniversary with a vibrant fête filled with
games, food stalls, and fun for all ages.

It’s the perfect chance to come together to
make new memories and celebrate

everything that makes our school special.
We’d love you to be part of this special

celebration.

                                   🌟 We’d love your help! 
 As we prepare for our special 50th anniversary fête, we’re looking for volunteers to support us with setting up and running our
stalls on the day. If you’re able to spare a little time—whether it’s helping with preparations, lending a hand during the event, or
assisting with tidy‑up afterwards—we would be incredibly grateful.
Your support makes a huge difference and helps create a fantastic experience for our whole school community. 

If you’re able to help, please sign up using the following link: 
 https://volunteersignup.org/XT4CX

 Thank you for considering it

https://volunteersignup.org/XT4CX
https://volunteersignup.org/XT4CX
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PTA events coming up:  Friday 24  April    th

Year 1 Bake Sale
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 We’re on facebook & Instagram
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Recent Sporting Events

Please follow our new Instagram account :- @smc_pe_and_sport
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EPC Easter Camps
⚽ Football Fun Weeks – Sandhurst Leisure Centre 

Our popular football camps return with a Legends vs Icons theme –
perfect for our young players who love the game.
🏅 Do Sport Camp – Meadow Vale School 

Our multi-sports camp is back, offering a variety of activities, with
wraparound care available for added flexibility.
For more information or to book - click here ➡️

https://pbbl.uk/EPC_CAMPS
As one of our partner schools, we’re pleased to offer you a little Easter
treat 🐣  15% off all bookings this weekend! (valid until Tuesday 24th

March)
Please use discount code ➡️ EASTERSCHOOLS15

We’d love to welcome as many familiar and new faces as possible - it's set
to be an egg-cellent couple of weeks! 
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