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Dear Parents and Carers,

What a joyful and exciting few weeks we have had in school! As we celebrated the great
Feast of the Ascension, the children reflected on Jesus returning to His Father in Heaven and
the promise that He is always with us. Across the school, there has been a wonderful sense
of hope, joy and celebration as we continue to live out our faith together in prayer, worship
and daily school life.

Our recent Jubilee Celebration Day was an incredible success and a truly memorable
occasion for our whole community. It was wonderful to see so many families, former pupils,
staff and friends of the school joining us to celebrate this very special milestone in the life of
SMC. The atmosphere throughout the day was fantastic, and the children were so proud to
share their amazing artwork in the Jubilee Art Gallery. A huge thank you to everyone who
supported the event, bought raffle tickets, volunteered their time or simply came along to
celebrate with us, it really showed the strength and warmth of our school community.

We are also enormously proud of our Year 6 children, who have approached their SATs with
such maturity, determination and positivity. They have worked incredibly hard all year and
have shown resilience, focus and confidence throughout the assessment week. We know
how much effort they have put in and could not be prouder of the way they have conducted
themselves.

Looking ahead, we are very excited for Sports Day on Friday! The children are already full of
enthusiasm and we are looking forward to a day filled with teamwork, encouragement and
lots of fun. With the warmer weather forecast later in the week, please remember to apply sun
cream at home before school and ensure children bring a named bottle of fresh water with
them every day.

Finally, a gentle reminder that all school trips must be paid for in advance of the visit. Trips
can only go ahead when contributions are received on time, so your support with prompt
payment is greatly appreciated and helps us continue to provide these valuable opportunities
for the children.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership with the school.

Mrs Mulholland

MAY

20 Year 6 Lion King Trip

21 Celebration of the Word - Year 3 - 9am
School Census Day - please order a 
school lunch 

22 Sports  Day
Break up for half term

JUNE

1 Back to school - gates open at 8:35am
Crowning of Mary 2:30pm

2 Years 1 & 2 Trip to Milestones Museum 

4 Celebration of the Word - Year 5 - 9am

12 Year 3 Cake Sale 3:15pm 

15 Year 5 Music Festival at the Hexagon

18 Celebration of the Word - Year 1 - 9am

19 INSET Day - School Closed 

26 Non-uniform Day for £1

29 International Day

JULY

3 Pre-loved uniform sale 3:15pm

1 New Reception Children & Parents 
Meeting 1:45pm

8
Leavers’ Assembly 9am
Whole School Transition Afternoon
including new Reception Children 

9 KS 2 Wilde Week Day at SHP

24 New Reception parent and children
meeting 1:45pm - 2:45pm

13 -
15

Year 6 Oakwood Trip

17 Leavers’ Mass 9am
Break up for Summer Holidays at
1:30pm



Reception and Nursery Trip to Wellington Country Park

Our Reception and Nursery children had a fantastic day visiting Wellington Country Park this week!
The children travelled by coach and were very excited for the adventure ahead. Once we arrived, we explored the farm and met
lots of different animals. The children enjoyed seeing and gently touching some of the animals, learning more about how to care
for them.
One of the highlights of the day was the mini train ride. Along the way, the children spotted letters, discovered magical fairy
houses hidden in the trees, and even saw some little diggers at work! Everyone was very observant and excited to point out
what they could see.
We all enjoyed a picnic lunch together before continuing our adventure through the enchanted forest, where the children loved
exploring the natural surroundings and using their imaginations.
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The excitement continued in Dinosaur World, where we walked amongst the dinosaurs and listened carefully as we heard them
roaring! There were lots of smiles and excited conversations as the children explored.
The children also had great fun playing on the slides and rope bridges, developing their confidence, balance, and teamwork skills.
Throughout the day, the children walked incredibly well, helped each other around the park, and showed wonderful manners and
kindness.
It was a busy day full of learning, exploration, laughter, and fun — and we are very proud of all the children for being such brilliant
representatives of our school!
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Year 1
Year 1 have been busy with activities related to the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. In English we have been writing the story of
Jack and the Beanstalk. In maths we have been sharing amounts of beans into halves and quarters. We have designed and
made our own fruit kebabs for Jack as a healthy snack and have even planted our own beans! We are loving watching them
grow and grow!

Year 2
The Year 2 children presented a beautiful and heartfelt Celebration of the Word, showing excellent teamwork, confidence, and
respect throughout. They read the Gospel and their reflections with clear voices and great expression, helping everyone to
understand the important message about trusting Jesus and following his example. The children demonstrated thoughtfulness
as they explained how we can show kindness, love, and care to others in our daily lives. Their acting, actions, and footpaths
helped bring the Gospel to life, while their prayers and singing created a peaceful and reflective atmosphere. All of the children
participated wonderfully and represented Year 2 with pride, joy, and reverence. 

In science, we continue to focus on ‘Animals including Humans’. This week, the children learned about the importance of
exercise and how our hearts work harder and beat faster when we exercise to pump blood to our muscles. We measured our
heart rates after completing a series of different exercises to discover which activities make our bodies work the hardest. The
children discovered that their heart rates were the highest after running, so that was the exercise that made us work the hardest. 



Year 2 (Continued)
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We have thoroughly enjoyed learning about the
narrative Mighty Marrow in English. They have shown
great enthusiasm when exploring the characters,
settings and events within the story, and have worked
hard to include key narrative features in their own work.
They look forward to creating their own exciting
narratives inspired by Mighty Marrow.

In art, we’ve been "going dotty"! Inspired by artist Yayoi
Kusama, Year 2 has been busy mastering dots of all
sizes using various painting and drawing techniques.
This is all in preparation for our upcoming in-class art
installation, where we will transform part of our
classroom into a world of spots.

In Geography our mini-meteorologists have been
braving the elements! After learning how weather
works, the children built their own weather vanes. Next
week, we’ll be heading to the school weather station
daily to monitor the rainfall, temperature, wind direction
and cloud cover and make general weather
observations for our week-long weather study.



Year 3

In Maths, we are continuing our work on time, including reading clocks, understanding durations, and solving time problems.
Please continue to practise telling the time at home, as this extra support really helps to build confidence in class.

Our DT learning linked to our previous plants topic in Science where we created so wonderful summer rolls. We tried new
flavours and textures as well as learning kitchen safety rules. 

In French, we have been learning how to talk about things we can and cannot do, practising new vocabulary and sentence
structures with growing confidence.

In Science, we have been discovering the topic of light, learning about how we see, how light travels, and the importance of
staying safe in the sun. The children have particularly enjoyed taking part in exciting practical experiments and investigations to
deepen their understanding of the topic.
It has been another fantastic few weeks in Year 3, and we are incredibly proud of the creativity, curiosity, and effort the children
continue to show every day!

Year 3 have continued to work incredibly hard over the past few
weeks and have shown great enthusiasm across all areas of their
learning.

In RE, the children shared thoughtful ideas and reflections during
our learning about Eastertide. We have now moved on to explore
the events of Pentecost, discussing the importance of this special
event and what it meant for the disciples. The children have
contributed some very mature and insightful responses during
discussions.

In English, we have been exploring biographies and learning
about the key features of this style of writing. The children are now
planning their own biographies based on a fairy tale villain, which
has inspired some wonderfully imaginative ideas. Cruel deeds,
dangerous poisons, magical powers, and dramatic adventures
have filled the classroom, leading to some fantastic descriptive
writing and creative character development.
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Year 4
Year 4 have continued to show a positive attitude towards their
learning and have enjoyed a lively and engaging half term
across the curriculum.

In Maths, the children have been developing their
understanding of shape, angles, symmetry and polygons. As
we approach the Multiplication Tables Check, the children are
working incredibly hard to further strengthen their times table
fluency through regular practice and recall activities.

In English, the children have been writing a narrative inspired
by Escape from Pompeii. They have focused on using direct
speech effectively to convey characters’ thoughts, feelings and
emotions within their writing.

Science lessons have been full of hands-on learning as the
children explored electrical circuits. They demonstrated
excellent problem-solving skills when investigating why circuits
may not work and developed their understanding of electrical
safety, including conductors and insulators.
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In D.T., the children designed and created their own Roman chariots,
carefully testing and improving their designs to ensure the wheels and axles
were stable and strong. They thoroughly enjoyed combining their Science
and D.T. knowledge by testing whether the class model would move when
connected to a motor and electrical circuit.

In P.E., the children have been practising a variety of skills and techniques
in preparation for Sports Day. Their teamwork, determination and
enthusiasm have been wonderful to see.

Year 4 also led our class Celebration of the Word beautifully. Jesus’ light
truly shone through the children as they reminded us that, during the season
of Eastertide, Jesus revealed Himself to the disciples. They reflected
thoughtfully on how Jesus is present within all of us if we take the time to
look closely.

In R.E., we concluded our Easter topic by reflecting on Jesus as the Light of
the World. They enjoyed illustrating the Ascension of Jesus and were very
proud of their work. The children explored Jesus’ new commandment: “Love
one another as I have loved you.” They discussed how we can live out
God’s word through kindness, peace, forgiveness and love in our everyday
lives.

I am incredibly proud of all the children in Year 4 for their continued effort,
enthusiasm and positive attitude towards learning. Keep up the fantastic
work!



The day also included exploring simple mechanisms such as pulleys and levers, linking brilliantly to our previous DT learning. The
children enjoyed discovering how these mechanisms help us move and lift objects more easily. They were also given time to freely
explore the interactive exhibits around the science centre. There were opportunities to investigate how sound travels through
vibrations and waves, experiment with hands-on investigations, and even try on an astronaut outfit! It was wonderful to see the
children so engaged and excited to learn through exploration and discovery. The trip truly was a fantastic day of immersive
learning that created many memorable experiences.
Back in the classroom, Year 5 have moved on to position and direction, where the children have explored coordinates and
translation of shapes. In Geography , the children have been learning about the different environments around the world and
considering how living things adapt to survive within them. The children investigated plants, trees, and animals living in our local
area and considered how our school grounds form part of a wider ecosystem. We also looked at local Ordnance Survey maps and
practised reading keys and symbols to locate features and develop important geographical fieldwork skills.
Overall, the children have worked exceptionally hard and continue to make us proud every day with their enthusiasm and
determination. The children should feel incredibly proud of all they have achieved so far. 
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Year 5 have continued to work incredibly hard this term and have enjoyed some
fantastic learning opportunities along the way. One of the definite highlights of recent
weeks was our exciting trip to Winchester Science Centre. The children had a wonderful
day immersed in hands-on scientific experiences and discoveries that brought many of
their classroom topics to life.
The planetarium was certainly a favourite part of the visit. The children were completely
captivated as they immersed themselves in the fascinating world of space, stars, and
the wider universe. Looking up at the projected night sky and learning more about stars
and planets allowed the children to feel as though they had stepped into space
themselves. It sparked so much curiosity and excitement, with many children leaving
full of questions and wonder about our universe.
During one of the workshops, the children explored solids, liquids, and gases in a
practical and engaging way. They even had the opportunity to make slime while
investigating how materials can change and behave differently. The workshop
encouraged the children to think scientifically and apply their understanding of
particles. The children themselves became “particles,” acting out how solids stay tightly
packed together while gases spread further apart and move freely. This interactive
approach made scientific concepts much easier to understand and, most importantly,
lots of fun! 

Year 5 
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This term, Year 6 is exploring the powerful connection between creativity and
conservation. We’ve been asking a big question: Can art help save the environment?
To put our ethics into practice, we have been learning why watercolour paints are an
eco-friendlier choice than acrylics, which are essentially liquid plastic. Our young
activists have already been busy making protest collages, using mixed media to find a
visual voice and t-shirt designs. Next, the children will be applying their technical
brush skills to create stunning watercolour portraits of endangered animals, raising
awareness for those who don't have a voice of their own.
The biggest news of our newsletter is that Year 6 have finished their SATs. The Year 6
team, SLT and whole school are incredibly proud of all the children. They have shown
determination and resilience throughout the week. Many coming in feeling unwell...but
they got through it.
Whatever the outcome of the SATs, you and they should be extremely proud of how
much progress they have made over the year.

Year 6 
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What an incredibly busy month Year 6 have had, the children have been extremely focused on their learning in preparation for
SATs - which have now finished - and on practising their skills of editing and improving their writing.
In English our focus has been on writing a set of instructions using adverbials of manner, place and time; expanded noun
phrases with parentheses. The class then had the option of writing a set of instructions for a witch or choosing their own subject
matter to write instructions. 
In Maths, we completed the Year 6 curriculum by working on Statistics and Shape. Within these units, the children have learnt
how to find the internal angles of a range of polygons, how to find missing angles and how to interpret data.
In RE we have debated whether it is okay to doubt and what the story of Doubting Thomas teaches us about faith and Jesus.
Finally, this week we have looked at Eternal Life, images of Heaven and the meaning behind the symbols included in the
Catholic Funeral Rite.

Newsletter 15th May 2026

Year 6 



St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School 
We act with love, build our faith and grow as people

“Let all that you do be done in love” - 1 Corinthians 16:14 

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com 

Next PTA meeting: date tbc – Use zoom link below
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86033339450...

PROFIT RAISED YEAR-TO-DATE:

How to help us raise funds: 

Keep up to date with the PTA: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Smcpta

easyfundraising partners with over 7,500 brands who will
donate part of what you spend to a cause of your choice. It
won't cost you any extra. The cost is covered by the brand.

 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmcpta 

If you are into trying your luck and hoping to win a
lottery, please support our school by buying your

tickets through this link:
https://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/st-

margaret-clitherow-catholic-primary-school-pta 
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PTA events coming up:  Friday 12  Juneth

Year 5 Cake Sale & PTA Pre-loved uniform sale 
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Friday 19  June: PTA Legoland eventth
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