
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of a busy and joyful term, I would like to reflect on the
wonderful work our school community has undertaken during the Jubilee
Year of Hope.

Throughout the year, our pupils have engaged deeply with themes of faith,
justice, and global responsibility. A particular highlight has been the children’s
thoughtful work in raising awareness of the situation in Sudan. Our pupils
wrote with compassion and courage, sharing their concerns and questions,
which led to correspondence with Peter Swallow MP. We were incredibly
proud to see the impact of their voices, culminating in a video showing him
raising their concerns in Parliament. This powerful moment demonstrated to
our pupils that their voices matter and that they can be agents of hope and
change.

We say a heartfelt thank you and farewell to Mr Raine, our incredible Site
Manager. Over the past four years, Mr Raine’s dedication, care, and
commitment have been truly phenomenal. He leaves behind a beautifully
maintained site and a legacy of significant improvements that will benefit our
school community for many years to come. We are immensely grateful for his
hard work and service.
We are delighted that, even in retirement, Mr Raine intends to continue
supporting the school in a voluntary capacity, and we very much look forward
to seeing him around school in the future.

I am also immensely proud of our pupils for their recent Nativity
performances. The Nursery and Reception Nativity was a joyful and heartfelt
celebration, and the Year 1–3 Nativity showcased confidence, beautiful
singing, and excellent storytelling. It was wonderful to welcome so many
families to share in these special moments.
We now look forward to the Reading and Carol Service with Years 4, 5, and 6
later this week. This promises to be a reflective and meaningful occasion as
we prepare our hearts for Christmas together.

Save the Date!
Please mark Saturday 9th May in your diaries, as we come together to
celebrate the Golden Jubilee of our school, marking 50 years since its
founding in 1976. Further details about this special celebration will be shared
in the coming weeks.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. It has been a truly uplifting
term, and I am incredibly proud of our children and staff. 

With warmest wishes,
Anne Mulholland
    

A message from the Headteacher - Mrs Mulholland
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DECEMBER

16
17

Years 4, 5 and 6 Carol Service 5pm

Years 4, 5 and 6 Carol Service 9am

19 Break up for Christmas Holidays at 1:30pm

JANUARY

6 Back to School - gates open at 8:35am

15 Year 5 Celebration of the Word 9am
Applications close for Reception 26/27
School Census Day - please order a school lunch

13 RHSE Session for KS2 Parents 9am
Little Recyclers clothing collection 

16 Year 3 Cake Sale 3:15pm

Year 4 Celebration of the Word 9am22
29

5

Year 3 Celebration of the Word 9am
FEBRUARY

Year 6 Celebration of the Word 9am

12 Year 2 Celebration of the Word 9am



SMC Nursery Over the past few weeks, Nursery has been enjoying a truly magical festive season.
After lots of rehearsing and practising, the children joined Reception for a wonderful
Nativity performance, and what a moment it was! They all tried their very best as
they headed up onto the stage. We are incredibly proud of every single one of
them.
Alongside our Nativity preparations, we’ve been exploring all things Christmas in
Nursery. The children have been learning about waiting, hope, and excitement
during Advent, and we’ve shared plenty of festive stories and chats about this
special time of year. We’ve also had great fun making sparkling decorations,
colourful cards, and all sorts of Christmas crafts that have filled our space with
creativity and cheer.
Another highlight has been enjoying a special Christmas dinner together. There
were smiles all around as the children tucked into their festive food, chatted with
friends, and soaked up the joyful atmosphere. The excitement was absolutely
everywhere!
What a lovely and memorable way to round off the festive period! 🎄✨

What a wonderful and busy few weeks we have had in Reception Class as we prepare for the Christmas season! The children
have been full of excitement, energy, and joy as we worked together on a range of festive activities.
Our classroom has been buzzing as we rehearsed for our Nativity performance. The children have worked very hard learning
their songs and lines, and we are so proud of their enthusiasm and confidence. A huge thank you to all parents for providing
such lovely costumes—your support made the performance truly special. We’re sure you’ll agree that every child was
wonderful on stage.
Throughout Advent, we have been talking about our journey to Christmas and thinking about how we can get our hearts ready
for Jesus’ birthday. The children have been doing good deeds around the classroom and being especially kind to their friends.
It has been lovely to see their thoughtful actions and the pride they take in helping others.
In Drawing Club, we explored The Christmas Pine by Julia Donaldson. The children were captivated by the story and enjoyed
discussing where their own “happy place” might be if they could take their Christmas tree anywhere in the world. Their ideas
were imaginative, heartwarming, and beautifully expressed through their drawings.
In Maths, we have been focusing on counting and thinking carefully about what we need to remember to count accurately. The
children have been practising pointing to each object in turn, saying the numbers in the correct order, and understanding that
the final number they say tells them how many there are altogether.
As we come to the end of our first term together, we want to say how incredibly proud we are of how well the children have
settled into school life. They have embraced new routines, formed lovely friendships, and shown great enthusiasm in their
learning. It has been a joy to watch their confidence grow, and we are amazed at the progress they have already made.
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Year 1

Year 2

We also explored toys that older relatives, such as grandparents, might have
played with, discussing the similarities and differences between toys from the
past and toys today. Year One have shown great curiosity and enthusiasm
across all subjects and we are very proud of their hard work. In RE, the
children have been busy creating Christmas cards for lonely and vulnerable
members of our community. These cards will be delivered to a local care
home, offering joy, companionship, and a reminder that they are loved and
remembered at this special time of year. This project reflects key principles of
Catholic Social Teaching, particularly the call to community, solidarity, and
showing love to all. The children showed great enthusiasm and kindness and
they truly enjoyed taking part in this meaningful act of service.

We are so proud of Year 2 for performing so beautifully in their Nativity! The children loved having an audience and I hope you
agree that the songs and the energy from the children were particularly special this year. In English, we have finished writing
recount letters linked to Little Red and have now moved on to exploring the features of a poster through the Big Bad Wolf using
adjectives to describe the big, bad wolf in detail. 
In maths, we have just finished our shape unit and learned all about vertices, edges and faces and we are now recapping all of
our learning from across the term and looking again at what a half and quarter are and thinking about the links to doubling and
dividing into 2 or 4 equal groups. We have also been looking again at addition and subtraction and how partitioning our
numbers, using our knowledge of number bonds can help us with this. 
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Last week in science, we investigated what the best material would be
to keep the Three Little Pigs safe. This week, we had lots of fun
exploring what material would make the best padding for Humpty
Dumpty’s fall- and then tested them out! 
We continue to focus on Advent in RE, reflecting on what we can do to
prepare for Christmas. Whilst in Art, we have been learning about and
investigating monochromatic patterns and begun practising a range of
techniques to create our own.  

Year One have been very busy recently. In Science, we have been learning all about the
seasons with a particular focus on Winter. The children have been observing signs of Winter
in our environment, such as frost, bare trees, and the colder weather. They have also been
keeping a weather diary and have been checking the weather in both the morning and
afternoon. Using symbols and labels, they recorded their observations to develop their
understanding of Winter weather and how it changes throughout the day. In History, we have
been exploring how toys have changed over time. The children started by looking at their
own modern toys and comparing them with toys they played with as babies. Year One then
learned about the toys their grown-ups played with when they were little. The children loved
sharing their ‘Ask Your Caregiver’ sheets and talking about the toys their adults enjoyed. 
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Year 3

Our Design Technology unit has been a hands-on highlight as we continue sewing Stone Age-style pouches. The children have
shown fantastic perseverance and concentration, learning new stitching techniques and working carefully to produce thoughtful,
well-designed pieces.
In RE, we have entered the season of Advent, focusing especially on Mary—her journey, her courage, and the qualities that
make her a model of faith. The children have reflected sensitively on themes of hope, patience, and preparation.
A very special highlight has been our wonderful Nativity, which Year 3 shared with the whole school and with parents. The
children’s hard work, dedication, and enthusiasm truly shone through. Their performances were incredible, with loud, clear
voices, beautiful singing, and confident acting. We are so proud of every single child for the effort they put in and the joy they
brought to the performance. It was a moment to remember!

Year 3 have had another wonderful and productive few weeks,
filled with creativity, hard work, and moments that have made us
incredibly proud.
In English, the children have been developing their story-writing
skills by creating imaginative narratives about a special object
that transports the characters back in time. They have loved
choosing whether their stories lead to the Stone Age or the Iron
Age, and they are working hard to include rich description, and
exciting action.
In Maths, we have been focusing on multiplication and division,
particularly using the 2, 4, and 8 times tables. The children are
becoming much more confident in spotting patterns, making links
between facts, and explaining their strategies clearly.
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Year 4
We’ve had a very busy few weeks in Year 4!

In Geography, the children have been learning all about our
region and Campania, Italy. They’ve discovered fascinating
facts about tectonic plates, earthquakes, and volcanoes —
including the famous Mount Vesuvius!

In D.T., we’ve delved into our Fairtrade topic, exploring how
ingredients are sourced and used to create delicious
products. The children especially enjoyed becoming
researchers as they used their senses to explore different
types of chocolate before making their very own chocolate
bark!

In Writing, we’ve been developing our diary entry skills,
taking inspiration from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.
The children are now working hard on improving their
setting writing skills to plan and write a setting description.  
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In R.E. we’ve completed our Catholic Social Teaching unit and
have now moved on to Advent. It’s been wonderful to see the
children make thoughtful connections between the teachings
and their understanding of the qualities of God’s people and the
qualities of saints. They’ve shown great insight in applying
Catholic Social Teaching to their daily lives and living out God’s
word in their daily lives. We welcomed the beautiful mosaic of St
Margaret Clitherow that Mr. Raine gifted the school.
Additionally, children reflected deeper on the Advent candles of:
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, and Christ's candle lit on
Christmas Day. Equally, they've thought about how they can
prepare their hearts for the coming of Christ. 

The children have worked so hard this term and are ready for a
well-earned rest! Finally, they thoroughly enjoyed a delicious
Christmas lunch made by our lovely cooks, and shared joy in
appreciating their peers different Christmas jumpers! Thank you
to all our parents and carers for your continued support. We
wish you a peaceful and blessed Christmas! Huge well done to
Year 4!!!
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The children have recently completed their recount letters
in English and are now diving into descriptive writing
inspired by our class novel, The Nowhere Emporium. Their
imaginations have taken them into magical, mysterious
worlds, and they are working carefully with powerful verbs
and figurative language to build atmosphere and bring their
writing to life.
We have now completed our DT textiles unit, and we hope
you were just as amazed as we were by the children’s
beautiful wall hangings. Their perseverance, creativity, and
pride in their work truly shone through. Even those who
doubted their sewing abilities at first have now mastered
the running stitch, blanket stitch, and layered appliqué!
In RE, we have been reflecting on how we can “prepare the
way” during Advent as we await the birth of Jesus. The
children have been thinking deeply about the obstacles or
barriers in their own lives that they can work to remove in
order to become kinder, more compassionate, and more
faithful followers of Christ.
As we prepare for the Christmas break, myself and Mrs.
Tomlin would like to wish you all a blessed and joyful
Christmas. Thank you for your continued support
throughout the term,we look forward to seeing you all in the
New Year!
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We have already reached the final week of the term before
Christmas, and it truly has flown by! This Advent, we are proud to be
supporting the incredible charity TYAC (Teenage and Young Adult
Cancer Service). On Tuesday 2nd December, Mr. Raine led a
beautiful assembly sharing the inspiring work TYAC does to support
families of young people facing a cancer diagnosis in our local area.
He spoke movingly about how he and his family tirelessly fundraise
in loving memory of their daughter, Natasha. The children were
invited to wear something purple, the colour of TYAC and Natasha’s
favourite. It was heartwarming to see our school community come
together so thoughtfully to honour such a meaningful cause.
This week, we also said a very emotional farewell to Mr. Raine. As a
final gift to the school, he presented us with a stunning handmade
mosaic of St Margaret Clitherow, thoughtfully placing each tile by
hand. We are so grateful for his kindness, creativity and service, he
will be dearly missed by us all.
In Maths, the children are certainly “fractions-ed out” after all their
hard work this term! They have shown fantastic dedication while
adding and subtracting mixed numbers, and we are incredibly proud
of how confidently they now apply these tricky skills.

Year 5 
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In computing we have been learning all about Binary systems. Binary is also known as Base 2 and uses only the digits 0 and 1.
All inputs into computers are turned into Binary code and the 1 and 0 represent on and off. The on and off tells the computer
what to do. When trying to work out a number in Base 10 or Denary using Binary you divide the number e.g. 59 by 2 and the
remainder becomes the Binary number. You keep dividing till you have nothing left. When writing a Binary number, you start
from the right. 59 therefore is 111011.
 
In Science and DT, we are continuing our work on circuits. This week we made circuits with copper tape and wire. These circuits
will form the scary elements of our Gothic Structures which we will build in DT next week.
 
Year 6, together with Years 3 and 4, have been busy over the last month preparing for the Carol Service. We have practised
many favourite Carols. We have enjoyed working with Mr Cannon to learn a new one this year and look forward to sharing it with
you on Tuesday 16 .th

Year 6 
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In English we have finished writing our non-Chronological reports. We have begun to look at the features of a letter and are
practising lots of new writing skills to use in the letter. The letter will be based on the fictional letter from Terry Orange meets Opal
Fruit – this is about a lost property operative who encounters a lost girl. This will enable us to identify the audience and purpose
of a letter, select the appropriate style of writing, and use other similar writing as models for our own. We are also reading the
Ladybird Classic ‘Dracula’ to inspire our work.
In Maths we have continued to work on fractions and over the last couple of weeks have worked hard on adding and subtracting
fractions and mixed numbers, multiplying and dividing fractions by an integer and by other fractions and recorded our
calculations using formal written methods, bar models and the grid system.
 
Our focus in RE is the preparation during Advent for the second coming of Christ. We have developed a deeper understanding of
why Christians believe in the second coming, why we need Jesus to come again and how we can truly prepare our hearts and
minds for when he arrives. We have looked at several parables including the Parable of the Bridesmaids and the Parable of the
Servants to help us to unpick what it means to be ready. We then related this to our lives today by writing our own modern day
version of a parable.
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Next PTA meeting: Friday 23  January @7pm all welcome: https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86033339450...rd

PROFIT RAISED YEAR-TO-DATE:

How to help us raise funds: 

Keep up to date with the PTA: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Smcpta

easyfundraising partners with over 7,500 brands who will
donate part of what you spend to a cause of your choice. It
won't cost you any extra. The cost is covered by the brand.

 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmcpta 

If you are into trying your luck and hoping to win a
lottery, please support our school by buying your

tickets through this link:
https://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/st-

margaret-clitherow-catholic-primary-school-pta 
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PTA events coming up:

Tuesday 13  January:                                          th

Little Recyclers clothing collection.                           

Friday 16  January                                                      Friday 23  Januaryth rd

Year 3 Bake Sale                                                           Dare to be Different Day
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Other Information

To find out more
contact Amy on

 07899796212 
W: www.aldance.co.uk
E: aldance@virginmedia.com

 We’re on facebook & Instagram
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