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A message from the Headteacher - Mrs Mulholland School Diary
DECEMBER

Dear Parents and Carers, ,
16 Years4,5and 6 Carol Service 5pm

As we come to the end of a busy and joyful term, | would like to reflectonthe 17 Years 4, 5 and 6 Carol Service 9am
wonderful work our school community has undertaken during the Jubilee

Break up for Christmas Holidays at 1:30pm
Year of Hope. 19 P y P

JANUARY

Throughout the year, our pupils have engaged deeply with themes of faith, 6
justice, and global responsibility. A particular highlight has been the children’s
thoughtful work in raising awareness of the situation in Sudan. Our pupils 3 RHSE Session for KS2 Parents 9am
wrote with compassion and courage, sharing their concerns and questions, Little Recyclers clothing collection
which led to correspondence with Peter Swallow MP. We were incredibly 15 Year5 Celebration of the Word 9am
proud to see the impact of their voices, culminating in a video showing him Applications close for Reception 26/27

- . . . . School Census Day - please order a school lunch
raising their concerns in Parliament. This powerful moment demonstrated to
our pupils that their voices matter and that they can be agents of hope and 16 Year 3 Cake Sale 3:15pm
change.

Back to School - gates open at 8:35am

22 Year 4 Celebration of the Word 9am

We say a heartfelt thank you and farewell to Mr Raine, our incredible Site
Manager. Over the past four years, Mr Raine’s dedication, care, and
commitment have been truly phenomenal. He leaves behind a beautifully
maintained site and a legacy of significant improvements that will benefitour 5  Year 6 Celebration of the Word 9am
school community for many years to come. We are immensely grateful for his
hard work and service.

We are delighted that, even in retirement, Mr Raine intends to continue
supporting the school in a voluntary capacity, and we very much look forward
to seeing him around school in the future.

29 Year 3 Celebration of the Word 9am
FEBRUARY

12 Year 2 Celebration of the Word 9am

I am also immensely proud of our pupils for their recent Nativity
performances. The Nursery and Reception Nativity was a joyful and heartfelt
celebration, and the Year 1-3 Nativity showcased confidence, beautiful
singing, and excellent storytelling. It was wonderful to welcome so many
families to share in these special moments.

We now look forward to the Reading and Carol Service with Years 4, 5, and 6
later this week. This promises to be a reflective and meaningful occasion as
we prepare our hearts for Christmas together.

Save the Date!

Please mark Saturday 9th May in your diaries, as we come together to
celebrate the Golden Jubilee of our school, marking 50 years since its
founding in 1976. Further details about this special celebration will be shared
in the coming weeks.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. It has been a truly uplifting
term, and | am incredibly proud of our children and staff.

With warmest wishes,
Anne Mulholland

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com
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SMC Nursery Over the past few weeks, Nursery has been enjoying a truly magical festive season.
- After lots of rehearsing and practising, the children joined Reception for a wonderful
Nativity performance, and what a moment it was! They all tried their very best as
they headed up onto the stage. We are incredibly proud of every single one of
them.
Alongside our Nativity preparations, we’ve been exploring all things Christmas in
& Nursery. The children have been learning about waiting, hope, and excitement
~W during Advent, and we’ve shared plenty of festive stories and chats about this
= special time of year. We've also had great fun making sparkling decorations,
colourful cards, and all sorts of Christmas crafts that have filled our space with
creativity and cheer.
~Another highlight has been enjoying a special Christmas dinner together. There
& 4 were smiles all around as the children tucked into their festive food, chatted with
53 friends, and soaked up the joyful atmosphere. The excitement was absolutely
" everywhere!
" What a lovely and memorable way to round off the festive period! &

Reception

What a wonderful and busy few weeks we have had in Reception Class as we prepare for the Christmas season! The children

have been full of excitement, energy, and joy as we worked together on a range of festive activities.

Our classroom has been buzzing as we rehearsed for our Nativity performance. The children have worked very hard learning

their songs and lines, and we are so proud of their enthusiasm and confidence. A huge thank you to all parents for providing

such lovely costumes—your support made the performance truly special. We’re sure you’ll agree that every child was

wonderful on stage.

Throughout Advent, we have been talking about our journey to Christmas and thinking about how we can get our hearts ready

for Jesus’ birthday. The children have been doing good deeds around the classroom and being especially kind to their friends.

It has been lovely to see their thoughtful actions and the pride they take in helping others.

In Drawing Club, we explored The Christmas Pine by Julia Donaldson. The children were captivated by the story and enjoyed

discussing where their own “happy place” might be if they could take their Christmas tree anywhere in the world. Their ideas

were imaginative, heartwarming, and beautifully expressed through their drawings.

In Maths, we have been focusing on counting and thinking carefully about what we need to remember to count accurately. The

children have been practising pointing to each object in turn, saying the numbers in the correct order, and understanding that

the final number they say tells them how many there are altogether.

As we come to the end of our first term together, we want to say how incredibly proud we are of how well the children have

settled into school life. They have embraced new routines, formed lovely friendships, and shown great enthusiasm in their

learning. It has been a joy to watch their confidence grow, and we are amazed at the progress they have already made.
. o g v

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com
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Year 1 Year One have been very busy recently. In Science, we have been learning all about the

seasons with a particular focus on Winter. The children have been observing signs of Winter
in our environment, such as frost, bare trees, and the colder weather. They have also been
keeping a weather diary and have been checking the weather in both the morning and
afternoon. Using symbols and labels, they recorded their observations to develop their
understanding of Winter weather and how it changes throughout the day. In History, we have
been exploring how toys have changed over time. The children started by looking at their
own modern toys and comparing them with toys they played with as babies. Year One then
learned about the toys their grown-ups played with when they were little. The children loved
sharing their ‘Ask Your Caregiver’ sheets and talking about the toys their adults enjoyed.

We also explored toys that older relatives, such as grandparents, might have ===~

played with, discussing the similarities and differences between toys fromthe
past and toys today. Year One have shown great curiosity and enthusiasm
across all subjects and we are very proud of their hard work. In RE, the
children have been busy creating Christmas cards for lonely and vulnerable
members of our community. These cards will be delivered to a local care
home, offering joy, companionship, and a reminder that they are loved and
remembered at this special time of year. This project reflects key principles of
Catholic Social Teaching, particularly the call to community, solidarity, and
showing love to all. The children showed great enthusiasm and kindness and
they truly enjoyed taking part in this meaningful act of service.

Year 2

We are so proud of Year 2 for performing so beautifully in their Nativity! The children loved having an audience and | hope you
agree that the songs and the energy from the children were particularly special this year. In English, we have finished writing
recount letters linked to Little Red and have now moved on to exploring the features of a poster through the Big Bad Wolf using
adjectives to describe the big, bad wolf in detail.

In maths, we have just finished our shape unit and learned all about vertices, edges and faces and we are now recapping all of
our learning from across the term and looking again at what a half and quarter are and thinking about the links to doubling and
dividing into 2 or 4 equal groups. We have also been looking again at addition and subtraction and how partitioning our
numbers, using our knowledge of number bonds can help us with this.

Last week in science, we investigated what the best material would be
to keep the Three Little Pigs safe. This week, we had lots of fun |
exploring what material would make the best padding for Humpty
Dumpty’s fall- and then tested them out!

We continue to focus on Advent in RE, reflecting on what we can do to
prepare for Christmas. Whilst in Art, we have been learning about and
investigating monochromatic patterns and begun practising a range of

techniques to create our own.
E -

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com
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Year 3 have had another wonderful and productive few weeks,
filled with creativity, hard work, and moments that have made us
incredibly proud.

In English, the children have been developing their story-writing
skills by creating imaginative narratives about a special object
that transports the characters back in time. They have loved
choosing whether their stories lead to the Stone Age or the Iron
Age, and they are working hard to include rich description, and
exciting action.

In Maths, we have been focusing on multiplication and division,
particularly using the 2, 4, and 8 times tables. The children are
becoming much more confident in spotting patterns, making links
between facts, and explaining their strategies clearly.

Our Design Technology unit has been a hands-on highlight as we continue sewing Stone Age-style pouches. The children have
shown fantastic perseverance and concentration, learning new stitching techniques and working carefully to produce thoughtful,
well-designed pieces.

In RE, we have entered the season of Advent, focusing especially on Mary—her journey, her courage, and the qualities that
make her a model of faith. The children have reflected sensitively on themes of hope, patience, and preparation.

A very special highlight has been our wonderful Nativity, which Year 3 shared with the whole school and with parents. The
children’s hard work, dedication, and enthusiasm truly shone through. Their performances were incredible, with loud, clear
voices, beautiful singing, and confident acting. We are so proud of every single child for the effort they put in and the joy they
brought to the performance. It was a moment to remember!

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com
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Year 4

We’'ve had a very busy few weeks in Year 4!

In Geography, the children have been learning all about our
region and Campania, Italy. They’ve discovered fascinating

facts about tectonic plates, earthquakes, and volcanoes — |

including the famous Mount Vesuvius!

In D.T., we've delved into our Fairtrade topic, exploring how
ingredients are sourced and used to create delicious
products. The children especially enjoyed becoming
researchers as they used their senses to explore different
types of chocolate before making their very own chocolate
bark!

In Writing, we’ve been developing our diary entry skills,
taking inspiration from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.
The children are now working hard on improving their
setting writing skills to plan and write a setting description.

In R.E. we’ve completed our Catholic Social Teaching unit and
have now moved on to Advent. It's been wonderful to see the
children make thoughtful connections between the teachings
and their understanding of the qualities of God’s people and the
qualities of saints. They’'ve shown great insight in applying
Catholic Social Teaching to their daily lives and living out God’s
word in their daily lives. We welcomed the beautiful mosaic of St

Margaret Clitherow that Mr. Raine gifted the school.
Additionally, children reflected deeper on the Advent candles of:
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, and Christ's candle lit on
Christmas Day. Equally, they've thought about how they can
prepare their hearts for the coming of Christ.

The children have worked so hard this term and are ready for a
well-earned rest! Finally, they thoroughly enjoyed a delicious
Christmas lunch made by our lovely cooks, and shared joy in
appreciating their peers different Christmas jumpers! Thank you
to all our parents and carers for your continued support. We
wish you a peaceful and blessed Christmas! Huge well done to
Year 411!

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com
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ey e
The children have recently completed their recount letters
in English and are now diving into descriptive writing
inspired by our class novel, The Nowhere Emporium. Their
imaginations have taken them into magical, mysterious
worlds, and they are working carefully with powerful verbs
and figurative language to build atmosphere and bring their
writing to life.

We have now completed our DT textiles unit, and we hope
you were just as amazed as we were by the children’s
beautiful wall hangings. Their perseverance, creativity, and
pride in their work truly shone through. Even those who
doubted their sewing abilities at first have now mastered
the running stitch, blanket stitch, and layered appliqué!

In RE, we have been reflecting on how we can “prepare the
way” during Advent as we await the birth of Jesus. The
children have been thinking deeply about the obstacles or

barriers in their own lives that they can work to remove in
order to become kinder, more compassionate, and more

faithful followers of Christ.

As we prepare for the Christmas break, myself and Mrs.
Tomlin would like to wish you all a blessed and joyful
Christmas. Thank you for your continued support
throughout the term,we look forward to seeing you all in the
New Year!

We have already reached the final week of the term before
Christmas, and it truly has flown by! This Advent, we are proud to be
supporting the incredible charity TYAC (Teenage and Young Adult
Cancer Service). On Tuesday 2nd December, Mr. Raine led a
beautiful assembly sharing the inspiring work TYAC does to support
families of young people facing a cancer diagnosis in our local area.
He spoke movingly about how he and his family tirelessly fundraise
in loving memory of their daughter, Natasha. The children were
invited to wear something purple, the colour of TYAC and Natasha’s
favourite. It was heartwarming to see our school community come
together so thoughtfully to honour such a meaningful cause.

This week, we also said a very emotional farewell to Mr. Raine. As a
final gift to the school, he presented us with a stunning handmade
mosaic of St Margaret Clitherow, thoughtfully placing each tile by
hand. We are so grateful for his kindness, creativity and service, he
will be dearly missed by us all.

In Maths, the children are certainly “fractions-ed out” after all their
hard work this term! They have shown fantastic dedication while
adding and subtracting mixed numbers, and we are incredibly proud
of how confidently they now apply these tricky skills.

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com
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Year 6

In English we have finished writing our non-Chronological reports. We have begun to look at the features of a letter and are
practising lots of new writing skills to use in the letter. The letter will be based on the fictional letter from Terry Orange meets Opal
Fruit — this is about a lost property operative who encounters a lost girl. This will enable us to identify the audience and purpose
of a letter, select the appropriate style of writing, and use other similar writing as models for our own. We are also reading the
Ladybird Classic ‘Dracula’ to inspire our work.

In Maths we have continued to work on fractions and over the last couple of weeks have worked hard on adding and subtracting
fractions and mixed numbers, multiplying and dividing fractions by an integer and by other fractions and recorded our
calculations using formal written methods, bar models and the grid system.

Our focus in RE is the preparation during Advent for the second coming of Christ. We have developed a deeper understanding of
why Christians believe in the second coming, why we need Jesus to come again and how we can truly prepare our hearts and
minds for when he arrives. We have looked at several parables including the Parable of the Bridesmaids and the Parable of the
Servants to help us to unpick what it means to be ready. We then related this to our lives today by writing our own modern day
version of a parable.

In computing we have been learning all about Binary systems. Binary is also known as Base 2 and uses only the digits 0 and 1.
All inputs into computers are turned into Binary code and the 1 and O represent on and off. The on and off tells the computer
what to do. When trying to work out a number in Base 10 or Denary using Binary you divide the number e.g. 59 by 2 and the
remainder becomes the Binary number. You keep dividing till you have nothing left. When writing a Binary number, you start
from the right. 59 therefore is 111011.

In Science and DT, we are continuing our work on circuits. This week we made circuits with copper tape and wire. These circuits
will form the scary elements of our Gothic Structures which we will build in DT next week.

Year 6, together with Years 3 and 4, have been busy over the last month preparing for the Carol Service. We have practised
many favourite Carols. We have enjoyed working with Mr Cannon to learn a new one this year and look forward to sharing it with
you on Tuesday 16".

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com
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£ 78 allad)
WELCOME

RO | BLJAT A Ve

Next PTA meeting: Friday 23" January @7pm all welcome: https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86033339450...

Keep up to date with the PTA: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Smcpta
PROFIT RAISED YEAR-TO-DATE:

qﬂ? GOAL: £10,000
G

- 2025-2026
‘What we're raising money for:
£ raised from fundraisers so far: » Classroom funds
Pre-loved uniform sales - £81.60 o il by

= New carpets for the Year & classrooms

Non-unHorm days - £197.81 m

Bracknell Lottery - £145.50

Upkeap and General Expenses:

* PTAlInsurance
» Fireworks
+ Various stock for fundraising events

Easy Fundraising - £259.87
Parent donations - £40
Bake Sales - £152.01
Discos -£705.85
Fireworks Event - E2600

XmasdSchools - E145

How to help us raise funds:
amazoncouk Johnlewis ey

Booking.com © Expodia.cauk

St B oceennams MES
good causes.
- I ICT S NP Sainsbury's m
"a-‘ ‘lE‘I’..,I‘),_I_'_I— i e R (y Yol
Brecknell Foreat L CHtery Win up to JUST EAT ma'x vikin_q
£25,000 :
Mb"\v Slq \-‘:-E‘._;_'!'\'
If you are into trying your luck and hoping to win a easyfundraising partners with over 7,500 brands who will
lottery, please support our school by buying your donate part of what you spend to a cause of your choice. It
tickets through this link: won't cost you any extra. The cost is covered by the brand.
https://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/st-
margaret-clitherow-catholic-primary-school-pta https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmcpta

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com
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PTA events coming up:

SCHOOL
FUNDRAISING

Tuesday 13" January:

- 13Janvary Little Recyclers clothing collection.
X TUESDAY

'+ Good diean clathing | = Dicky. wet, ripped. damaged
g Ly : S o
< v :

> ; Jeellery

| RAISE MOMEY FOR YOUR SCHOOL BY GIVING |
e AWAY YOUR UNVVANTED CLOTHES g

Friday 16™ January Friday 23" January
Year 3 Bake Sale Dare to be Different Day

ET. MARGARET CLITHEROW
PARENT-TEACHER : -
ASSOCIATION = FTA

PRESENTS . | DARE TO BE

Tean SAnnual
‘8&’/{6 E‘SQ’:@ 2026 FRIDAY, 23RD JAN 2026
BRING IN £1 FOR EACH OF THE
ez gy i FOLLOWING YOU CHOOSE TO DO:

ath without the guil

FRIDAY 16TH JANUARY 2026,
3:10PM ONWARDS
iM THE SCHOOL GROUNDS

E IN FANCY DRESS

TIGHTS

ur sehosl project

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com
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Other Information

Royal Surrey County Hospital

& St Luke’s

Please support the St Margaret Clitherow Advent
Charity Collection by donating via the QR code to the

MNatasha Hannah Marisa - Fund for TYAC

Y our support will provide fun days out for families of
young people facing a cancer diagnosis in the local
area.

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com
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Recent Sporting Events

Other Information

U

uSports

FOOTBALL &

SPORTS

HOLIDAY

CTAVERSHAM | THAMESIDE PRIMARY
FOOTRBALL WINDSOR | HILLTOP FIRST SCHOOL
WOODLEY | SOUTH LAKE PRIMARY
ARBORFIELD | FARLEY HILL PRIMARY

:::i:’:;:l‘ﬂl :31.‘;4&;:5::%:6:;';55:? BRACKMNELL | 5T MARGARET'S PRIMARY
MAIDENHEAD | 5T LUKE'S PRIMARY

SLO M LGLATOLIS SOROOL READING | NEW TOWN PRIMARY
WOKINGHAM | FLOREAT MONTAGUE g, oot e e e

WHITLEY | GECFFREY FIELDS JUNIOR

WOODLEY | WOODFORD PARK

WWW.U-SPORTS.CO.UK/HOLIDAY-CAMPS

In recognition of raising £307.60 during the

November 2025

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com

Certificate of Appreciation
Awarded to

St Margaret Clitherow School

2025 Remembrance Tide period

Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal

(Pivd of £ e
AL Jrif{'afr;'f’
John Anderson

Poppy Appeal Organiser
Binfield & Bracknell

Sl sl
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Other Information

|Supporting Your Children Workshops 2025 - 2026
To book a space email Inﬁe Taylor@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
Each course is a standalone 2-hour session, is universal (not specific for SEND) and for
adults supporting not the children themselves so please arrange childcare if needed
Once you have completed an enrolment form your space will be confirmed
Please only book if you are going to be able to attend to avoid other parents missing out.
All sessions unless stated otherwise take place at The Bracknell Open Learning Centre

J.‘_-l.ll-t -1'
far X.
(¥ E
\‘f". 3‘“1‘;

Supporting Children to Overcome their Anxious Thoughts and Worries 1‘

Exploring how anxiety affects primary aged children learning simple, : >

effective techniques to support children to overcome their Anxicus I | Y

Thoughts and Worries. U u '

Wednesday 14 January 2026 6.30 — 8.30 pm

Monday 13'" April 2026 6.30-8.30 pm ~ L

Monday 8" June 2026 6.30—8.30 pm

Managing Behaviour in a Positive Way BRACKNELL SEND

A session exploring positive behaviour strategies enabling parents to gain SERVICES SURVEY

practical tools for handling challenging behaviours with confidence and care. AUTUMN 2025,

Monday 12'" January 2026 9,30-11.30 am

Thursday 05" March 2026 6.30—8.30 pm

Thursday 23 April 2026 6.30 - 8.30 pm

Monday 22" June 2026 6.30-2.30 pm

Parenting your pre / early-teens in a Positive Way (aged 10-13) 4 II"'

An insight into parenting, looking at positive behaviour strategies, different ¢

ways to strengthen communication / connection with your pre-teen child. ﬂ

Wednesday 4th February 2026 6.30 - 8.30 pm

Parenting your teen in a Positive Way (aged 13 - 16) [ - e AIREAOY

A session focused on using positive approaches to guide teenage behaviour, HEARD SOME COMPLETE THE SURVEY TODAY AND

building stronger communication and connection during the teen years. ) tOWEI!F‘:t \:;I:ES HELP SHAPE SEND SERVICES FOR THE

Thursday 12' February 2026 6.30 —8.30 pm m:gu:s? i EUTURE:

Encouraging Resilience — Keep Calm and Bounce Back ===

Gain practical tips, leaving you inspired and equipped to help children ~

bounce back stronger; no matter what life throws their way “

Monday 26 January 2026 6.30 —8.30 pm

Transition to secondary school R i

Gain practical tips, share experiences, and learn how to support your child ﬂi‘.{“ Ewmn;‘

through the exciting, sometimes challenging transition to secondary schoal. Rl i

Monday 29th June 2026 6.30—-8.30 pm

Transition: Reception to Year 1 and beyond mm toYearl

The move from 1 R to 1is a big step in your child’s learning journey. Session .’k i__g % g..

helps parents understand what the transition involves and how to support, £

Thursday 25th June 2026 6.30 —8.30 pm : R . ‘_T\

A healthy night’s sleep Saniety

Sleep is essential for children’s wellbeing, learning, and behaviour. Get ﬁlegp, Bra(:kneu Hea I‘rhg pa ren't

practical tips to help children build hiealthy, lasting sleep habits M

Let me know if you would like to be on the list for future dates Carer pr‘og r‘a mme
Reducing Sibling Rivalry F x
A supportive session, Lo give parents and caregivers toals to strengthen Led by SEND parent carers, to improve the
sibling bands, whilst creating a calm and connected family environment. el health and wellbeing of other parent carers of children
Let me know if you would like to be on the list for future dates and young people with SEND in Bracknell Forest,
Family Dynamics i
Family life comes in many formes, and every child deserves to feel secure Lg_ The Healthy Parent Carers programme is a journey of
supported. Session offers practical guidance navigating varying dynamics. ) ﬁ discovery for parent carers of children with SEND!
Monday 0 February 2026 9.30-11.30 Over 11 fun-filled weeks, you'll be guided to

discover the magic within yourself, boost your
confidence, and build in some small changes that fit
with your busy life. It's not about food, weight,

Each toolkit is universal (not SEND specific) & not suitable for younger siblings to attend going to the gym, or your child{ren)
Once you have completed an enrolment form your space will be confirmed It's all about YOU!
Please only book if you are going to be able to attend to avoid other parents missing out. E:iETE
EB5A (Emotionally Based School Avoidance) {@

A Z-week toolkit (you are expected to attend both sessions)
‘Week 1 - parent only session looking at - What EBSA is, how to support your child to

In person at: Tha Rowans Family Hub RG12 71Z
Dates: Tuesdays 6" Jan - 24™ March 2026 (break
build ‘being in schoal’ resilience and what you can expect schoals to do.

& fﬁé’é
for Half Term) .uﬁ
Time: 9:30 - 1130am (OFEY: Eﬁ

Week 2 — parents + child (need school’s permission for child to attend) looking at e

supporting children to challenge “What if's?” produce resilience tools and next steps. k}*g Y /s & ,I % %) SEST FAMILY
LA 1

Monday 12th January 12:45-2:45pm Wt oo J1° Y ) Bintiee HUBS

AND Councll = PARENT CARERS ey 1ot

Monday 19th January 12:45-2:45pm

Contact us: 01344 424030 or secretary@smc-bracknell.com




