	Year 5 Writing Checklist 

	Composition & Writing
	Note and independently develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary.
	

	
	To write for a range of purposes and audiences confidently select appropriate grammar and vocabulary to match the purpose
	

	
	In narratives, describe settings, characters and begin to develop atmosphere (‘show not tell’) integrating dialogue to move the narrative forward. 
	

	
	Organise paragraphs around a theme for a range of purposes and audiences with ideas that are usually sustained, well-paced and logical
	

	
	Use consistently and independently organisational and presentational devices to structure texts and to guide the reader e.g. headings, bullet points, underlining, subheading, rhetorical questions, fun facts etc.. 
	

	
	To begin to use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs.
	

	
	Proof-read for spelling, punctuation and grammar including subject/verb agreement and tense use.
	

	
	Make choices in drafting and revising writing, showing understanding of how these enhance meaning.
	

	

	Grammar & Punctuation
	Consistently demarcate sentences in their writing:
	Capital letters
	

	
	
	Full stops
	

	
	
	Question mark
	

	
	
	Exclamation mark
	

	
	
	Inverted commas for direct speech including punction and starting a new line for new speaker
	

	
	
	Apostrophes for possession
	

	
	
	Commas in a list and commas after fronted adverbials
	

	
	Making some correct use of brackets, dashes and commas for parenthesis and commas for clarity. 
	

	
	To begin to use a wide range of clause structures, sometimes varying their position within the sentence e.g. relative clauses, embedded clause, subordinate clause 
	

	
	To begin to use dialogue to convey character and action with increasing confidence
	

	
	Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly appropriately (contracted forms, modal verbs, formal/informal)
	

	
	Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose and that
	

	
	Convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using ate, ise or ify.
	

	
	Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility
	

	
	Ensure the consistent use of tense throughout a piece of writing mostly independently e.g. simple past, present, and future, as well as continuous and perfect tenses
	

	
	Use a range of clause structures, sometimes varying their position within in the sentence for effect (secure and extend from Year 4).
	

	
	Linking ideas across paragraphs using fronted adverbials. 
	

	
	Use figurative language such as similes, alliteration, metaphors, onomatopoeia and personification in writing.
	

	

	Spellings
	Spell correctly words that have been previously taught including:
	CEW and HFW from KS1
	

	
	
	Year 3&4 statutory words
	

	
	
	Previously taught homophones
	

	
	Spell further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them e,g, dis, de, mis, over and re
	

	
	Spell some words with silent letters e.g. knight. solemn
	

	
	Spell many words from the Year 5&6 list correctly
	

	
	Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far.
	

	

	Handwriting
	Can correctly join letters in accordance with the school’s agreed style.
	

	
	Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters
	

	

	Greater Depth
	Evaluate the impact of word choice, sentence structure and layout to refine and improve writing.
	

	
	Consistently link ideas with and across paragraphs
	

	
	To use commas to clarify meaning and avoid ambiguity consistently
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