	Year 4 Writing Checklist 

	Composition & Writing
	To create a more detailed setting, characters and plot to fully engage the reader	
	

	
	Write for real purposes and audiences, demonstrating understanding of the main features of different forms of writing.  
	

	
	To develop a more detailed plan that includes structure, vocabulary, and grammar.
	

	
	To consistently organise paragraphs around a theme
	

	
	Use a range of organisational devices e.g. headings, subheadings, bullet points, rhetorical questions, did you know/fun facts etc.. 
	

	
	Proof-read and edit work for spelling errors (HFW, CEW, taught spelling rules including learnt year 3 & 4 word and punctuation- list below). 
	

	
	Evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements.
	

	
	Read aloud their own writing, to a group or whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clearer. 
	

	

	Grammar & Punctuation
	Consistently demarcate sentences in their writing:
	Capital letters
	

	
	
	Full stops
	

	
	
	Question mark
	

	
	
	Exclamation mark
	

	
	
	Inverted commas for direct speech
	

	
	
	Commas in a list
	

	
	
	Commas after fronted adverbials
	

	
	Use pronouns and nouns within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition.
	

	
	Use a range of conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause for cohesion including subordinating conjunctions. 
	

	
	To use a variety of nouns correctly, proper nouns, abstract nouns, collective nouns correctly
	

	
	Description or detail in both narrative and non-narrative expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases e.g. the strict maths teacher with curly hair.
	

	
	Use figurative language such as similes, metaphors and alliteration to build a picture in the readers head.
	

	
	To use singular possession and plural possession apostrophes with accuracy
	

	
	Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech e.g. a comma after the reporting clause and end punctuation within inverted commas.
	

	
	Using a variety of fronted adverbials of time, manner and place followed by a comma.
	

	
	Use Standard English verb inflections, instead of local dialect forms (we were instead of we was; I did instead of I done).
	

	
	Make accurate use of present and past tense including simple, progressive and perfect forms (secure from Year 2 and 3).
	

	

	Spellings
	Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to use them (English appendix 1)
	

	
	Spell words that are often misspelt (English appendix 1)
	

	
	Spell further homophones and understand their meaning.
	

	
	Spell most words from the Year 3&4 list correctly
	

	
	Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far.
	

	

	Handwriting
	Can correctly join letters in accordance with the school’s agreed style.
	

	
	Is able to maintain fluency of writing and has sufficient stamina for typical written tasks when writing at length.
	

	

	Greater Depth
	Edit and improve the effect of their writing by making changes. Eg reordering their sentences, adapting vocabulary, extending sentences etc…
	

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]To write narratives that are well-structured and well-paced
	

	
	To consistently organise paragraphs around a theme and aid cohesion within paragraphs
	

	
	Using a variety of sentence openers, including adverbials, prepositional phrases and conjunctions, for effect
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