	Year 3 Writing Checklist 

	Composition & Writing
	To demonstrate an increase in understanding of purpose and audience
	

	
	Plan their writing through discussions, to inform a simple plan linked to text structure. 
	

	
	In narratives, create simple settings, characters and plots. 
	

	
	Organise writing into logical chunks and write a coherent series of linked sentences for each.
	

	
	Use simple organisational devices e.g. headings and subheadings.
	

	
	Draft and write an increasing range of sentences structures (simple, compound, statement, question, command, exclamation)
	

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Proof-read and edit work for spelling errors (HFW, CEW, taught spelling rules including learnt year 3 word and punctuation- list below). 
	

	
	Evaluate and revise by assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and make simple improvements to sentences. 
	

	
	Read aloud their own writing, to a group or whole class. 
	

	

	Grammar & Punctuation
	Consistently demarcate sentences in their writing:
	Capital letters
	

	
	
	Full stops
	

	
	
	Question mark
	

	
	
	Exclamation mark
	

	
	
	Inverted commas for direct speech
	

	
	
	Commas in a list
	

	
	Vary nouns and pronouns to avoid repetition
	

	
	Begin to use conjunctions to express time, place and cause (must include the following: when, before, after, while, so, because)
	

	
	Add detail and precision through expanding noun phrases using pre-modification with purposeful adjectives (secure and extend from Year 2) e.g. the ancient, derelict house.
	

	
	Express time, place, cause and enhance cohesion using adverbs (soon, therefore, finally) and prepositions, including prepositional phrases (during the night, before breakfast, because of the rain).
	

	
	To continue using co-ordinating conjunctions and some subordinating clauses with the following conjunctions when, before, after, while, so, because, although)
	

	
	To use ‘a’ and ‘an’ correctly
	

	
	Use inverted commas to punctuate spoken, direct speech.
	

	
	Use figurative language such as similes and alliteration to a build a picture in the readers head.
	

	
	Use present and past tense correctly, including use of the present perfect instead of the simple past.
	

	
	Use apostrophes for contraction and singular possession correctly (secure from Year 2).
	

	

	Spellings
	Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to use them (English appendix 1)
	

	
	Spell words that are often misspelt (English appendix 1)
	

	
	Spell most homophones and understand their meaning.
	

	
	Spell some words from the Year 3&4 list correctly
	

	
	Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far.
	

	

	Handwriting
	Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined
	

	
	Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting.
	

	
	Can correctly join letters in accordance with the school’s agreed style.
	

	

	Greater Depth
	Begin to edit their work further by making choices about different sentence lengths and types based on the genre of writing.
	

	
	To make deliberate and ambitious words choices to add detail, effect and engage the reader
	

	
	To use a range of coordinating and subordinating conjunctions
	

	
	To use subordinate clauses sometimes changing the position of the subordinate clause
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