	Early Years Writing Checklist 

	Speaking
	Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary.
	

	
	Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced
vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.
	

	
	Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences,
including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions,
with modelling and support from their teacher.
	

	

	Writing
	Independently draw the pre-writing shapes (vertical/horizontal lines, circle, cross, square, triangle, X) with appropriate control and orientation
	

	
	Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 
	

	
	Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters.
	

	
	Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.
	

	
	To correctly write their name and surname, starting each with a capital letter.
	

	

	Fine motor
	Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 
	

	
	Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.
	

	

	Greater Depth
	Spell some common exception words (tricky words).
	

	
	To begin to form lower-case/capital letters in the correct direction starting and finishing in the correct place.
	

	
	To begin to form digits 0-9.
	

	
	Begin to use finger spaces.
	

	
	To create their own simple sentence and write it independently, using phonetically plausible attempts for one-syllable words.
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